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1. Summary 
 
1.1. This report sets out the background for a meeting with invited guests to discuss the regeneration of 

the Royal Docks Enterprise Zone in the London Borough of Newham. 
 

 

2. Recommendations 
 

2.1 That the Committee agrees the areas for consideration set out in paragraph 4.1 of the 

report, and notes this report as background to the discussion with invited guests regarding 

the regeneration of the Royal Docks Enterprise Zone in the London Borough of Newham. 

 

2.2 That the Committee delegates authority to the Chairman, in consultation with the Deputy 

Chair, to agree any output from the Committee’s meeting on the regeneration of the Royal 

Docks Enterprise Zone in the London Borough of Newham and any additional activity to 

support the Committee’s scrutiny investigation of the regeneration of the Royal Docks. 

 

 

3. Background 
 

3.1 Following decades of underinvestment, the Royal Docks in the London Borough of Newham are 

undergoing a significant regeneration programme. To encourage development in the area, in 2010 the 

Mayor and Newham set out a vision for the area and made the Royal Docks an Opportunity Area in 

2011. The Government made the Royal Docks into an Enterprise Zone in 2012 to attract new 

businesses. It is overseen by the London Enterprise Action Partnership (LEAP), an advisory board to 

the Greater London Authority (GLA) made up of businesses and local government and chaired by the 

Mayor.  

 

3.2 The Enterprise Zone is estimated to generate £380 million in business rates income over the next 10 

to 15 years.
1 

In 2017 the LEAP and Newham set up a Delivery Team to use this income to encourage 

investment in the area and deliver a range of capital projects. 

                                                 
1 MD 2049, 22 February 2017 

https://www.london.gov.uk/decisions/md2049-royal-docks-enterprise-zone-delivery


    

 

 

3.3 The Royal Docks Unlocked: 2037 Economic Vision, published in 2016, sets out the vision for the 

Enterprise Zone, describing new capital projects that will create a Royal Docks with world-class 

infrastructure and distinctive, safe and permeable districts.2 To fulfil this vision, new developments are 

planned or under construction at Silvertown Quays, Royal Albert Dock and Gallions Reach, and a new 

Crossrail station is being built at Custom House. Within this vision there is a strong emphasis on a 

‘prosperous’ Royal Docks, promising to bring up to 40,000 new jobs by 2037, including employment 

and training opportunities for local people. 
 

 

4. Issues for Consideration 
 

4.1 Considering the new development taking place and the commitment to invest up to £380 million in 

capital projects and promotion, Members may wish to consider: 

 The progress towards developing and delivering a delivery plan for the Enterprise Zone; 

 The plan for connecting people with the Royal Docks and regenerating it into a place that 

people want to live, work and play in; and 

 The work being done with local communities to involve them in the Royal Docks and bring 

new affordable housing, jobs and training opportunities for local people.. 

 
Invited guests 

4.2 The following guests have been invited to the meeting: 

 Jane Sherwood, Interim Director of Regeneration & Planning, London Borough of 

Newham; 

 Robin Cooper, Head of Regeneration, London Borough of Newham; 

 David Lunts, Interim Head of Paid Service and Executive Director Housing and Land, 

GLA 

 Paul Creed, Head of Development and Placemaking, Royal Docks Delivery Team, GLA; 

and 

 Other guests are to be confirmed. 

4.3 The Committee is recommended to delegate authority to the Chairman, in consultation with the 

Deputy Chair, to agree any output from the meeting. 

 

4.4 The Committee may wish to undertake further activity to support this scrutiny investigation, for 

example holding a community roundtable, and it is therefore recommended that the Committee also 

delegate to the Chairman, in consultation with the Deputy Chair, to agree the arrangements for any 

additional activity. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
2 GLA, Royal Docks: Unlocked: 2037 Economic Vision, 2016, page 6 

https://www.london.gov.uk/moderngovmb/documents/s55807/072%20Appendix%202%20Economic%20Vision.pdf


    

 

 

5. Legal Implications 
 

5.1 The Committee has the power to do what is recommended in this report. 

 

 

6. Financial Implications 
 

6.1 There are no financial implications to the GLA arising from this report. 

 

 

 

List of appendices to this report: None 

 

 

Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985  
List of Background Papers: None 
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